
1616 Oct. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
With Respect to Significant Narcotics
Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 17, 1997

On October 21, 1995, by Executive Order
12978, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions of significant foreign
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia,
and the unparalleled violence, corruption,
and harm that they cause in the United States
and abroad. The order blocks all property
and interests in property of foreign persons
listed in an Annex to the order, as well as
foreign persons determined to play a signifi-
cant role in international narcotics trafficking
centered in Colombia, to materially assist in,
or provide financial or technological support
for or goods or services in support of, the
narcotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order, or to
be owned or controlled by, or to act for or
on behalf of, persons designated in or pursu-
ant to the order. The order also prohibits any
transaction or dealing by United States per-
sons or within the United States in such
property or interests in property. Because the
activities of significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia continue to threaten
the national security, foreign policy, and
economy of the United States and to cause
unparalleled violence, corruption, and harm
in the United States and abroad, the national
emergency declared on October 21, 1995,
and the measures adopted pursuant thereto
to deal with that emergency, must continue
in effect beyond October 21, 1997. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing the national emer-
gency for 1 year with respect to significant
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 17, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:37 a.m., October 17, 1997]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Notice on Narcotics
Traffickers in Colombia
October 17, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect for 1 year beyond
October 21, 1997.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
the broad authorities necessary to maintain
economic pressure on significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States and by depriving them of
access to the U.S. market and financial sys-
tem.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
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item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7042—National Forest
Products Week, 1997
October 17, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s forests are a precious resource,

making numerous rich contributions not only
to the natural splendor of our Nation, but
also to the well-being of our people. Whether
part of the vast acreages that make up our
industrial, State, and National forests or rural
woodlots and urban forests, they offer us
clean water and air, priceless wildlife habitat
and fisheries, welcome settings for recre-
ation, and breathtaking beauty. Our forests
also provide us with more tangible products
essential to everyday living: wood and paper
products for our homes, schools, and offices,
and even medicines and food.

While the wood products we harvest from
our forests can be so durable that they last
for centuries, forest ecosystems themselves
are very fragile. America’s growing popu-
lation and urban expansion are putting ever-
increasing demands on forest lands and re-
sources. We must work together to devise
imaginative forest management approaches
that will allow us to preserve and cultivate
healthy forest ecosystems, meet the need for
forest products, provide jobs for those who
depend on forests for their livelihood, and
continue to offer Americans enjoyable rec-
reational opportunities.

Fortunately, forest research is equipping
us with vital knowledge that can help us to
balance the many and varied demands on our
woodlands. Thanks to such research, we are
now using new products and innovative tech-
nologies and employing new recycling meth-
ods that not only extend the available supply
of raw materials, but also help us to process
those materials more efficiently and with
fewer harmful by-products. This use of
science to balance the needs of our people
both for forest products and a healthy envi-
ronment will help us to achieve our goal of
sustainable forest management.

All of us are indebted to past generations
of Americans whose vision and generosity
preserved so many of our Nation’s great for-
ests for our use and pleasure. Now it falls
to us to continue their wise stewardship so
that we may pass on to future generations
this priceless natural legacy.

In recognition of the central role our for-
ests play in the long-term welfare of our Na-
tion, the Congress, by Public Law 86–753
(36 U.S.C. 163), has designated the week be-
ginning on the third Sunday in October of
each year as ‘‘National Forest Products
Week’’ and has authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this week.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 19 through Oc-
tober 25, 1997, as National Forest Products
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe
this week with appropriate ceremonies and
activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of October,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-seven, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 20, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 21. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7043—National
Character Counts Week, 1997
October 17, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The roots of America’s greatness are em-

bedded in the character of its citizens. From
our Founders’ passion for justice and equality
to the social consciousness and humanitarian
spirit of today’s citizens, the character of our
people has inspired the world. Undeniably,
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